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MUELLER INVESTIGATION 


FLYNN PLEADS GUILTY 


TO LYING TO THE FBI 


PLEA DEAL: Former Trump aide cooperating 


NEXT STEPS: Special counsel’s moves may 
signal mounting legal peril for White House 


BY KAREN DEYOUNG, 
ROSALIND S. HELDERMAN 
& TOM HAMBURGER 


WASHINGTON 

After six months of work, 
special counsel Robert 
Mueller has indicted two top 
advisers to President Donald 
Trump and accepted guilty 
pleas from two others in ex- 
change for their cooperation 
with his probe into Russian 
meddling in the 2016 election 
—asign ofpotentially mount- 
ing legal peril for the White 
House. 

With the guilty plea Friday 
by former national security 
adviser Michael Flynn — one 


of Trump’s closest and most 
valued aides — the investiga- 
tion has swept up an array of 
figures with intimate knowl- 
edge of the campaign, the 
transition and the White 
House. 

It appears to have swiftly 
expanded beyond Russia’s in- 
terference in the campaign to 
encompass a range of activ- 
ities, including contacts with 
Russian officials during the 
transition and alleged money 
laundering that took place 
long before Trump ran for of- 
fice. 

And Flynn’s agreement to 
fully cooperate with investiga- 
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Former National Security Adviser Michael Flynn 
departs U.S. District Court in Washington Friday 
after entering a guilty plea to lying to the FBI. 


JONATHAN ERNST REUTERS 


with special counsel’s Russia investigation 


THE WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON 

Former national security 
adviser Michael Flynn 
pleaded guilty Friday to ly- 
ing to the FBI about his con- 
tacts with Russian Ambas- 
sador Sergey Kislyak and 
said he is cooperating in the 
ongoing probe of possible 
coordination between the 
Trump campaign and the 
Kremlin to influence the 
2016 election. 

When Flynn was forced 
out of the White House in 
February, officials said he 
had misled the administra- 
tion, including Vice Presi- 


dent Mike Pence, about his 
contacts with Kislyak. But 
court records and people fa- 
miliar with the contacts in- 
dicated he was acting in con- 
sultation with senior Trump 
transition officials, includ- 
ing President Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law Jared 
Kushner, in his dealings with 
the diplomat. 

Flynn’s plearevealed that 
he was in touch with senior 
Trump transition officials 
before and after his commu- 
nications with the ambas- 
sador. 

The pre-inauguration 
communications with 
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In the holiday spirit 


People filled the Plaza de Panama in Balboa Park Friday night as December Nights got under way. The annual celebration, 
in its 40th year, was expected to draw more than 350,000 people. The festivities continue today from noon to 11 p.m. 
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SENATE OKs 
SWEEPING, 
$1.5 TRILLION 
TAX PLAN 


Series of last-minute rewrites 
prompt outcry by Democrats 


BY JIM TANKERSLEY, THOMAS KAPLAN 
& ALAN RAPPEPORT 


WASHINGTON 

The Senate passed the most sweeping 
tax rewrite in decades overnight, with Re- 
publicans lining up to approve an overhaul 
that will touch almost every corner of the 
U.S. economy, affecting families, small busi- 
ness owners and multinational corpora- 
tions, with the biggest benefits flowing to 
the highest-earning Americans. 

Senators voted 51-49, as Republicans 
approved the nearly 500-page bill in the 
early-morning hours after lawmakers re- 
ceived a rewritten version, which contained 
significant changes from the original bill 
that passed two Senate panels last month 
along party lines. The last-minute revisions 
prompted an outcry from Democrats, who 
said it was impossible — and irresponsible 
—forlawmakerstoreadand digest a signifi- 
cant piece oflegislationin suchashort time. 

Speaking on the Senate floor ahead of 
the vote, the minority leader, Sen. Chuck 
Schumer of New York, called the Republi- 
canapproach “aprocess and a product that 
no one canbe proud ofand everyone should 
be ashamed of.” 

He went on to warn that changes made 
to the bill “under the cover of darkness” 
would “stuff even more money into the 
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STUDY: SOCCERCITY TRAFFIC DATA LOW 


Proposal projects 
71,500 daily trips; 
SANDAG sees 97K 


BY JEANETTE STEELE 


New traffic projections 
are in for the SoccerCity pro- 
posal on the former Char- 
gers stadium site, and they 
are again higher than propo- 
nents said. 

A finalized SANDAG 
study released Friday after- 
noon says 97,000 average 
daily trips would be generat- 


ed by the mixed-use devel- 
opment plan with a new 
sports stadium, housing, of- 
fices, retail, hotels and park- 
land. 

SoccerCity’s projection 
was 71,500 trips daily. 

What about San Diego 
State University’s SDSU 
Mission Valley plan unveiled 
this week? The projects are 
similar, but SoccerCity 
would build about twice as 
much retail and office space. 

SDSU Mission Valley 
would create 55,140 daily 
trips, according to numbers 
supplied by the university on 


Friday afternoon. A uni- 
versity spokeswoman said 
SDSU commissioned its 
own analysis based on its de- 
velopment plan, but 
SANDAG has not vetted 
those numbers independ- 
ently. 

SoccerCity officials con- 
tinue to contest’ the 
SANDAG findings and 
called for an “independent, 
outside inquiry,” even 
though they helped pay for 
the study. Friday’s traffic re- 
port is the final version of an 
analysis initially released in 

SEE TRAFFIC « A13 


HIGH 
SCHOOL 
CHAMPS 


Monte Vista’s Jah- 
mon McClendon 
scored arecord eight 
touchdowns in the 
Monarchs’ 71-48 win 
over San Diego High 
for the CIF San 

7 Diego Section Divi- 

> W h sion IV champi- 


THOM VOLLENWEIDER onship Friday. See 


Monte Vista head coach Ron Hamamoto congratulates story and coverage of 
running back Jahmon McClendon after the game. 


other divisions, D4. 


TODAY’S DEAL 


U-T INDEX 


Fix that broken windshield and pay $15 for $100 
=s toward windshield replacement or insurance 
deductible, plus get a free $25 gift card. Buy now at 
: “iit = SanDiegoUnionTribune.com/UTDeals. 
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2018 GMC TERRAIN 


LEASE PER MONTH & 
FOR + TAX FOR z J 
24 MONTHS i 


$199 per month + tax for 24 months. 20,000 miles allowed for lease term $.25 per mile 
thereafter. $1,495 customer cash + $3,100 Factory Rebate = $4,595 total due at lease signing. 
Includes all fees and first payment. No security deposit required. On approved credit. Some 
customers may not qualify to lease. 5 at this payment 


NORTH COUNTY SME suck 


2018 GMC SIERRA 1500 SLT 
$5,000......... DEALER DISCOUNT 


$4,000......... MANUFACTURE TRADE IN REBATE 
$1,000... MANUFACTURE REBATE 

TOTAL 

SAVINGS 

FROM MSRP 


2018 GMC CANYON 


POWER WINDOW, POWER DOOR 
LOCKS, ALLOY WHEELS & MORE! 


$5,000 Dealer Discount + $4,000 Manufacture Trade In Rebate* + $1,000 Manufacture Rebate = $10,000 total NCBCG PRICE 
savings from MSRP All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer 

document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. *Must trade in í $ 
‘99 or newer vehicle {excludes salvage title). 5 at this savings. All units subject to prior sale. Excludes leases. 5 at this price 


All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. All units subject to prior sale. Exp. 12/4/17 
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